


Help your children to be the best learners they can be by reviewing their snacks
and lunch for high-sugar foods.,

 

From the Principal 
Hello everyone,

Healthy eating, healthy learning 
You’ll notice that this newsletter begins with a focus on healthy eating. I and the
teaching team have been noting that, in particular, the snacks children are
bringing to eat in morning break time could be reviewed to consider their
nutritional value and sugar content.

In the classroom, teachers see an obvious difference in the focus and learning
of students who have high-sugar snacks.

Appropriate language at school... 
Particularly in the upper Primary and High School class, we are talking to
students about ensuring they are not using, and not modelling for younger
students, inappropriate words and phrases. At the start of Term 4, we are
targeting as inappropriate any swear words (of course!), any words or phrases
of a sexual nature, and:

‘What the…’ 
‘What the hell!’ 
‘Godammit!’

Please support us by reinforcing our focus with your children at home.

Sugar-Busters! How you can
help... 



grade levels, Term 4 is going to feel very busy. You will notice in the Key Dates,
below, a very busy 2 weeks between April 22 and May 3.

AIMO, again 
We will again host the Asia International Mathematical Olympiad (AIMO) for
Semarang competitors. The timing of this competition - April 27 - is right in the
middle of a very busy time for SMS students, and I have considered not
including it in our calendar. However, I also acknowledge that this competition is
important to some students, from SMS and Semarang generally, so we will
proceed. 
A link for registrations will be posted shortly.

Promotional booth at Paragon Mall 
This week we have a promotional booth at Paragon Mall. It is located just
outside of Starbucks on the ground floor. Thank you to those parents who have
already committed to attending the booth to support our efforts to raise
awareness and enrolments. If you would like to help, please contact Miss
Lynda.

Thank you and farewell! 
Students and teachers bade a tearful farewell to Mr Wahyu on Friday, March 1.
Mr Wahyu is taking up a position in the public service. On behalf of the SMS
community, I sincerely thank Mr Wahyu for his 5 years of dedication and service
in the teaching of sports at SMS, and for making us laugh a lot as the Birthday
Prince!

At the end of Term 3 we also farewelled our 4 interns from VIA University in
Denmark - Malte, Marius, Kenneth and Chris. We are sincerely grateful for 

International Schools’ Assessment (ISA) 
Thank you to teachers, students and parents for the successful preparation and
participation in the iSA tests. We’re looking forward to receiving the results in
May.

I’m looking forward to… 
The JASIS STEM Challenge this coming Friday at NJIS in North Jakarta! 

Warm regards,

Mr Cam

Term 4 is going to be very busy! 
With WSC, and Monsters!, a few other events, and assessments for many



Key Dates in Term 4!
March 11-17: promotional booth at Paragon Mall

Friday, March 15: ASIS STEM Challenge at NJIS in North Jakarta

Thursday, March 21: Holi Assembly and celebration

Wednesday, April 3: Public Holiday - Isra M’raj

Tuesday, April 16: Easter Assembly

Wednesday, April 17: No school - National Elections

Friday, April 19: Public Holiday - Good Friday

April 22-26: UN examinations (Grade 6)

April 23-25: Checkpoint Assessments (Grades 5 & 8)

Friday, April 26: Last day for Grade 10

Saturday, April 27: AIMO competition

Tuesday, April 30: WSC Semarang Round Day 1

Wednesday, May 1: WSC Semarang Round Day 2

Wednesday, May 1: Public Holiday - Labour Day

Thursday, May 2: Grade 10 IGCSE - first exam

Saturday, May 4: JASIS Swim meet, at AIS Jakarta

Friday, May 10: PTA AGM

Friday, May 17: Waisak Assembly and celebration 

Friday, May 24: Monsters! performance and end-of-year dinner

Monday, May 27: Reports distributed

Wednesday, May 29: Term 4 finishes 

Our Promotional Booth at Paragon Mall







Chinese New Year assembly & celebration



Students receive medals for 1st, 2nd and 3rd for the Athletics Carnival events.





Scenes from Exit Points & Student-Led
Conferences

On Monday, March 4, our students met with their parents to talk about their learning,
progress and goals.



Over the last few weeks those of us in Jawa class are learning about ‘Loose
Parts’. Students are exploring many kinds of things such as boxes, bottles,
natural materials, and fabrics. We made an aeroplane, car and a den from
boxes. We also made some arts and crafts using fabrics, shells and stones. We
were fortunate to have the very talented Ms. Utami to help us cut the big boxes
and inspire our creativity. Those kinds of activities challenge the student’s little
hands to be more masterly in art and craft and so enhance their fine motor skill.
By doing so, it will prepare the students to be ready to use a pencil for writing,
drawing and colouring. 

At the end of this unit students proudly showed their work, and celebrated their
learning by playing ‘superhero games’, with their parents at the Early Years’

Class Reports

Jawa Class



Exit Point. Can not wait to be back in Term 4 for more exciting learning. Hope
you had a happy term break. 

Papua Class
In Term 3, Papua class has been busy exploring ‘loose parts’ materials. They
play with boxes, pebbles, shells, sticks, blocks, roll tissue paper, pinecones,
and other random, recycled materials. They also play with play-dough and mud
as part of their exploratory play. This type of play allows children to express
themselves in play freely and creatively, not bound by pre-set limitations. They
created transformer robot out of boxes, they designed bridge using blocks and
sticks, they make dens from boxes and fabrics, and they make art using natural
resources. 

We integrate loose part play with math to learn about shapes, pattern and
symmetry. They also use their numbers knowledge in play where they need to
calculate and decide on the quantity of things. 

In literacy we learned to recognise the letters g,o,u,l,f,b. They also learned the
sound and how to write the letters. Students are also forming letters using
random materials and do their mark-making on the ground, sand and other
surfaces. 

Papua students’ have been showing what they’ve learned during the
memorable Exit Point where they can play with their parents as a superhero,
and using boxes that they create. Student-Led Conference marked the end of
Term 3 and it was a great way to show what the students have accomplished.
Now we are ready to welcome Term 4 with great excitement. 



Kalimantan Class
It has been an exciting start of Semester 2 for Kalimantan students. We started
with our very first ECAs that made us stay longer at school and will help us
transition easily to the Reception class. We can now read CVC (Consonant-
Vowel-Consonant) words and we are learning different techniques to read.
Reading simple sentences will be our main focus for Term 4. 

In numeracy we are now adding numbers from 0-5, counting from 1-50, doing
simple data analysis as well as sorting objects into specific groups.

In IEYC we started with the unit on Superheroes! It has been the most exciting
unit so far. In this unit we learnt about different Superheroes, their superpowers
and what makes them special. We also wanted to be Superheros ourselves so
we had a Superhero name each along with our own superpower - like some of
us had 'Shape shifting', 'Uniting people' as our superpower. To give this more
life, we designed our own capes, wrist bands and masks. Our intense 'Ninja
Training' at the Gravity Trampoline Park was the most crucial step to become a
superhero but we all did it! 

For our Exit Point, we invited our parents and played Superhero games with
them. Having a Tug Of War Competition with the real 'Flash' was our favourite
activity! At the end of this unit we realised that the people who help us in our
life, like our Mums, Dads, nannies, and teachers are, in fact, the 'Real
Superheroes'.



We ended Term 3 with the Student-Led Conference and were proud to show
our parents what we have been learning all this time at school. Term 4 would
continue to be exciting, do visit our class and chat with us so you know more
about what is Kalimantan class up to.  



Reception Class
Term 3 has been a test for Reception class’ Creativity and endurance. All the
students worked on creating their own superhero character, along with
costumes, emblems, superpowers and written character descriptions. Our
inquiry provided the opportunity to learn more about shapes, both 3D and 2D.
We learned how to draw, describe and build different types of shapes using a
range of materials. Our understanding of shapes and patterns helped us create
character emblems, while expressing our individual aesthetic taste. 

While inquiring into superpowers, we learned about our senses and conducted
both science and math activities, to test our senses as well as to record the
data we gathered. While some of our superpowers were based in our sensory
perceptions, most of the characters we created had physical powers. Which led
our learning journey down a path exploring, testing and recording our physical
abilities. This culminated with a much-loved trip to GravityTrampoline park,
testing our skills, agility, endurance and resilience.

Taking all our acquired knowledge and experiences, we wrote character
descriptions of our superhero personas, as well as a description of the
costumes and emblems we had made. Our Exit Point was the pinnacle, where
we had the opportunity to share our characters, costumes and accessories with
our families, as well as test and record their superpowers!

Reception Class to the Rescue!



Grade 1
Term 3 was super busy with super exciting activities. The excursion to Gravity
Trampoline Park was definitely a highlight for the Grade 1 students. Not only
did the students have a great time, but the teachers also enjoyed every minute
on the trampolines. This excursion was part of our “Push me Pull you” IPC
topic. 

During our new IPC topic, “Buildings”, we explored structures and how they are
built. We learned about different houses from different countries and the
reasons why they are different. The Grade 1 students enjoyed building 3-D
structures, bridges and houses. The high point was definitely when they had to
make furniture for a room out of cardboard, glue and tape and decorate the
room as well. 

In Numeracy, we have been focussing on capacity, symmetry, division and
multiplication. We know how to slide, flip and turn objects. Completing Mental
Math activities is also getting easier. 



In Literacy, we have been busy reading stories by significant authors, and in
particular Eric Carle. The students have reviewed books and had the
opportunity of saying if they liked a book or not. 

The Grade 1 students are “story writing machines”! They can follow the rules
for writing and just love writing in general. 

Grade 1 can’t wait for Term 4 and all the new, exciting things that we will learn.

Grade 2
Terrific times in Term 3 for Grade 2. We did a large amount of learning about
Science concepts, and theories. We learnt how to carry out simple
investigations, and organise experiments.  Our IPC topics/themes this term
were titled ‘It’s Shocking’, & ‘Push Me, Pull You’. Both these topics had ample
opportunities for Grade 2 to investigate Physical Sciences such as electricity,



and forces. We got the chance to demonstrate our practical skills, and we even
got to work like proper scientists in the SMS Science Laboratory. We also got to
share our learning, and demonstrate our science capabilities, at the end of term
Student Led Conferences, & IPC Exit Point. Our excursion this term took us to
‘Gravity Trampoline Park’ - this was enormous fun, and a great way to develop
our understanding of forces. Grade 2 also hosted the Chinese New Year whole
school assembly; which was a grand occasion to showcase their public
speaking skills, and learn about an important calendar event. Next Term, Grade
2 will engage with the IPC topic/theme of “We are What We Eat” - our appetite
for learning is insatiable!



Grade 3
Grade 3 has successfully made it through to the end of Term 3! We started the
term with the IPC unit ‘Land, Sea and Sky’, which explored how plants and
animals have adapted to different environments. Our excursion took us to Hills
Joglo Villa where we recorded the variety of aquatic plants growing in the
ponds there and detailed the range of adaptations made by the plants to their
watery environment. We ended the term with the IPC unit ‘Feel the Force’, in
which we learned about friction and how to use the scientific method when
running an experiment. We learned that a ‘fair test’ is very important and that
we need to ensure there is only one changing variable for the test to be fair.

In Numeracy, there has been a focus on the basics: addition, subtraction and
multiplication. Students have enjoyed the weekly challenge of a new
multiplication set to learn and are rightly proud of their hard work and
knowledge. We have also been learning how to graph and how to read graphs.
This took an interesting turn when students were asked to graph the results of
their own fortnightly addition and subtraction test. Many students commented
how turning the data into a graph made it easier to understand and everyone
was able to see their own progress they had made over the three terms so far.



Grade 4
In Grade 4 we have had a very busy Term 3. Students showed resilience and
determination in their ISA preparations and their results will reflect this. In IPC
we were able to get through two topics, Turn It Up and Nature of Life, both
Science-based units. In those units we focused on creating ‘fair test’
experiments and using evidence to draw conclusions from our investigations.
We looked into how shadows are formed and how different objects make
different sounds. To support our unit on plants and living things we took a trip to
Hortimart in Bawen. We went on a tour of the farm and had the opportunity to
plant some seedlings also. Our seedlings are now near the top field and we are
hoping that soon we will be able to pick some eggplants from the plants. In
Maths, we have been focusing on problem solving and we enjoyed presenting
our findings from our mathematical investigations. Our favourtie one was ‘Race
to 23’, do you know how to win? Ask a Grade 4 student to play with you! 





Grades 5 & 6
It’s hard to believe we are already at the end of Term 3! What an action-packed
term Grade 5 and 6 have had! Alongside our themed units, literacy and
numeracy lessons were spent revising for the ISA exams. 
Our IPC unit, ‘Space Explorers’, was thoroughly enjoyable. The students were
very curious about the space, each lesson asking a myriad of questions. Across
the unit the students challenged their understanding of astronomy, researched
different planets, made an interactive exhibit on the life cycle of a star, and even
created a solar system rap, which they performed in assembly and to the
parents at the SLC/Exit Point. We learned about meteorites and the students
excavated a real piece of meteorite and tektite. To finish the unit, we went on an
excursion to the movie theatre to watch ‘The Martian’.



High School

Grade 10 students completed their Mock Exams in Term 2. These were a full
set of the exams they will be completing for the finals in May and June. The
Mock Exams provided them and their teachers an opportunity to check their
current knowledge, identify their areas of strength and improvement, and the
students got a realistic sense of the challenge of preparing and sitting the
exams. From herein, Grade 10 classes are devoted to preparing for the exams.
Their last timetabled school day is Friday, April 26th. After that, they will be at
school for their formal exams, tutorials, other responsibilities and…graduation!

The Grade 7 & 8 learned class a lot during their ‘Competition’ unit. The Big Idea
was ‘Trying to beat others has good and bad consequences’. In Humanities,
they learned about the industrial revolution and the impact of competition on the
development of industry and technology. In Science, they learned about how
metals ‘compete’ in their chemical reactivity. Their Exit Point was on February
8th, and was attended by parents and other students.

Their current unit is on Leadership. The Big Idea is ‘For better or worse, one or
more people can use influence so that others aid and support them ’. They are
learning about Hitler and the Holocaust, Mao and China, how maps are made
and influenced, and Climate Science, and the seminal text, ‘Animal Farm’,
across a range of subject areas. The student-teachers from VIA Denmark have
been assisting and teaching in some of their classes.

As a reward for their effort, they enjoyed a ‘pizza party’ lunch, with pizzas, salad
and healthy juices, on the day before the Student-Led Conferences. 

Students debate the premise 'The negative consequences of competition in Art
outweigh the positives' at the Grade 7 & 8 Exit Point.


