
From the Principal 
Hello everyone,

Welcome back for the second half of the year.

Monsters - The Musical

This year’s school production will be based on the Monsters University movie.
Our creative team lead by Mr Jason and Miss Lauren are back after the triumph
of Shrek Junior to infuse this new production with drama, laughs and rocking’
tunes. We’re looking forward again to seeing all on students on stage at the
end of the year.

World Scholars’ Cup - Semarang Round at SMS

Students have started preparing for the WSC event we are hosting at the end
of April. 

This year’s theme is ‘A World on the Margins’, and the Special Area is
‘Unsolved mysteries’. There is preliminary preparation material available and,
as usual, it is going to challenge our students intellectually and emotionally.
However, with topics such as refugees, sidekicks, conformity, and charity, and
mysteries such as the Egyptian pyramids, alien skeletons, and lost cities, I’m
encouraged that this year’s Cup will be more accessible and rewarding than
last year’s.

In this issue:

Update from the Principal
Athletics Carnival
Christmas Carnival
Christmas assembly
ICAS results
Class reports from all grade levels



Practice is twice per week, and all students n Grades 5-9, whether they’ll
commit to the event or not, are participating in the debate and collaborative
wring practice session on Friday mornings.

Thank you, parents!

A big thank you to parents and the PTA for your support for the many
community activities in the last week of school - attending Exit Points, the
Christmas Assembly and Christmas Carnival, and for the booths at the Carnival
too.

Teacher-only Day

A reminder that Monday, February 4th is for teachers only. Students do not
attend school on this day. Enjoy the extended weekend!

New Enrolments

We are welcoming new enrolments into the Jawa class, Grades 3, 4, 7 and 9
this term (and there’s a possibility of a few further enrolments too). This is
pleasing, and particularly good for the High School.

Exams and assessments

In the second half of the year we conduct some formal, international
assessments, such as 

International School’s Assessment (ISA) in February
Cambridge Checkpoint for Grades 5 and 8 in April
IGCSE examinations for Grade 10

More information to relevant grades closer to these events will come through
Google+.

Google+ shutting down

I was disappointed at the announcement last November that Google would be
closing the Google+ platform in August 2019, and then frustrated that this
closing has been brought forward to April!

We are investigating how we will replace this communication channel and I will
keep you posted.

I’m looking forward to…

The Chinese New Year Assembly. Dragons and dancing lions, drums and
fireworks!

Warm regards,

Mr Cam

















SMS H M tSMS House Mascots 
Students from Reception, Grade 1 and Garde 2 classes teamed up on 

the last day ofTerm 2 to create these fantastic mascot artworks of Rhino 
House, OrangutangHouse, and Komodo House. 



proud of what they have done for this semester, and they have now returned
from a well-deserved end-of-year holiday. 

Papua Class
Semester 1 was an exciting time for Papua students. They made friends,
learned new things and experienced many fun events together - a flag
ceremony, water games, dress-up day, to going on their first excursion, sports
competition and performing a dance. ‘Exit Points’, which conclude each unit of
learning, have become an important part of the papua students’ learning, and it
is where they can show their work and celebrate their achievements in learning.
This term, their Exit Point was a bit different as they produce a lot of artwork
and then they display their work at ‘SMS Gallery’. This Exit Point was such a
great collaboration between EY classes. We want to thank parents for a great
semester - you really showed your support - and we are looking forward for
another great adventure in the next semester

Class reports

Jawa Class
The last weeks of semester 1 were quite a busy time for the Jawa class. Jawa
class joined other classes in Athletics Carnival event in Tri Lomba Juang. The
hot weather did not dent their enthusiasm to run and jump cheerfully. This exit
point at the end of term celebrated their learning journey in the IEYC Unit
‘Imagine that’. Students showcased their paintings created with the techniques
that they have learned during the unit. Some students used flicking techniques
inspired by Pollock, some use finger-painting techniques inspired in the
‘tingatinga’ style, and some were inspired by portrait paintings from Picasso. In
addition to exhibiting their artwork, the children also performed a dance that
they had been practising during the semester with Ms. Wayan. They should be



Kalimantan Class
The last term for Kalimantan students was rather exciting, busy and emotional.
We had to say goodbye to two of our friends; Eira and Rangga. We will miss
them and wish them all the best for their exciting future!

We also had our final Exit Point for the semester where we took part in a role-
play and danced our hearts out! It was pretty challenging for us as memorising
the lines from the script was such a task! But we made it and made everyone
proud!

The Athletics Carnival was another feather in our cap! It made us step out of
our comfort zone and into the heat and a huge playground full of strangers! We
played group games and it was very rewarding competing among each other.

Semester 2 will be equally full of surprises and we promise to keep you
updated! 



Reception Class
Reception class had a busy end of term, as we had our Athletics Carnival and
worked very hard preparing for our Exit Point. 

The Athletics Carnival was exciting and the students had fun, and put all their
energy into it! Everyone participated in all the activities, and supported their
teams!



The students wrote, illustrated and participated in a public speaking event;
reading their stories to the parents during their Exit Point. Having explored the
elements of a story, the Title, Beginning, Middle, End, as well as the ‘meat’ of
story: the Problem and Solution; they did a lot of sounding out, writing and
editing, showing their understanding of phonetics, and how books work; as well
as marked improvement in their fine motor skills in creating their own books. A
complete success on their part, we are very proud of all their hard work.

In Numeracy, we have been learning about number patterns and skip counting,
as well as simple math problems using found objects and manipulatives. In
Literacy, the students have been working on developing their phonetic
awareness, blending letter sounds, and recognizing tricky and high-frequency
words.

We are thankful for continued support from the parents over the first half of this
school year, and are looking forward to our learning journey over the 2nd
semester.



Grade 1
Our Grade 1 class was like a “beehive” during Term 2. The little “workers” were
gathering skills and information and deserved the three-week break. Our IPC
topic was “How are you?” We investigated and explored parts of our bodies,
different diseases, vaccinations, hygiene and important doctors from the past.
We also visited Telemorejo Hospital where each student got a general check-up
from a doctor as well as good information on washing hands and looking after
our teeth. We ate a healthy lunch and also received a goody backpack from the
hospital.

In Numeracy, we continued to expand our knowledge of numbers and number
bonds. We know how to add and subtract 1 more and 1 less from a given
number as well as 10 more and 10 less. We can count by 2, 5 and 10.
Measuring things and recording our findings were great fun. 



The Grade 1 students have become “reading machines”! We are able to
identify and name the title, setting, characters and the beginning, middle and
end of a story. We have been working in pairs, reading to each other and
writing about it afterwards.The students are also able to share their own work
on SeeSaw. 

If we work, we work hard, and if we play, we also play hard. The Athletics
carnival as well as the Christmas carnival are proof of our ability to “play hard”.
A highlight in our learning journey was the “Exit Point” at the end of term. The
Zumba session where the students taught the parents how to be active was
great fun and will stand out in every child’s memory for a long time. 

We are looking forward to all the exciting topics during Term 3.Rewriting fairy
tales and illustrating stories are coming up and we just can’t wait to write our
own stories! We will start with multiplication as well as division. Bring it on Term
3. Grade 1 is ready!  

Grade 2
Grade Two are still moving nicely through their learning journey. We finished
our IPC theme/topic  ‘From  A to B’ with an information packed ‘Exit Point’, in
the last week of Term 2. All the students helped to compose and present a
powerpoint slide show, which illustrated the learning that has occurred during
our studies of transport, and travel. In Literacy, we talked about letter writing
and the elements of a story:- ‘Title’, ‘Setting’, ‘Characters’, ‘Plot / Storyline’, and
‘Opinion’. In Numeracy, we demonstrated our developing grasp of data
handling, and data representation. In History, the students worked in groups to
construct a ‘Transport timeline’ which covered, sequenced, and chronologically
ordered inventions, and innovations, from the past. Beginning with the wheel in



3500 BCE. up to the ‘Space Shuttle in 1981, on to present day, and even
included the students future transport mode predictions. In Geography, and
Bahasa Indonesia, the students demonstrated their mapwork skills. Their
artwork was displayed all around the classroom, and to round things off the
students gave a guided tour of the classroom exhibits, and showed their
Seesaw folders of recorded works.

The end of term also saw Grade 2 participating in the Athletics Carnival. Events
at the stadium included, sprints, hurdles, and long-distance running on the
track. As well as throwing and long-jump in the field. The students did really
well, enjoyed themselves, and some even created personal-bests !  

All in all, Grade Two moved at an electric pace toward the end of Term 2,
covering many ‘fields’,  with superb energy. Which is great, as our Term 3 IPC
theme is entitled ‘It’s Shocking’ :- which is all about electricity. So, we are
charged about that!



Grade 3
Grade 1 and Grade 1 teamed up to visit Telemorejo Hospital for our quarterly
excursion. The children were weighed and measured and examined by the kind
doctors. Everyone got to find out what happens in an eye examination. The
office that most excited the children however was the dentist’’ office! Several
children were selected to take turns to sit in the dental chair while the dentist
checked their oral hygiene. The chair had a range of shiny mysterious tools
attached and a bright light so the dentist could see. Best of all, the Dentists
handed out purple gloves blown up into balloons! 

For our Grade 3 Exit Point, students had their parents shaping up! Fresh
smoothies were on offer. There were a range of warm up exercises and team
games were played.

Students designed the photo boards for our Christmas carnival booth. They
selected 5 themes then were given scaled grids to draw on. They were also
heavily involved in painting the pictures and crafting the face fillers. Everyone
was motivated, especially those whose designs were selected.

Grade 3 students have made solid progress over the first half of the school year
and earned their term break! 



Grade 4
What a semester it was for the Grade 4 students. We finished up our unit on
Inventions That Changed The World for IPC with an very thorough Exit Point
displaying our learning journey. One of the things we were most proud to share
was our writing over the past semester. During school and for home learning
the Grade 4 students have been writing two or three short stories every week
and now have a book full of their stories to share with their families. They are
now able to write in paragraphs, using complex sentences and a wider
vocabulary. 

We enjoyed focusing on Science last semester also and are now more
confident in creating our own Fair Tests using different constants and variables.
During the Exit Point the students were able to share their Science Reports
including the table of the results and the conclusions the students wrote. 

In the last few weeks of school we all participated in the Athletics Carnival and
the Grade 4 students joined in the Sprints, Hurdles, Throwing and Jumping. We
all enjoyed competing in our house teams and enjoyed the colourful, and hot,
event!



Grades 5 & 6
Grades 5 and 6 had an amazing semester of learning. We finished our IPC
‘What a Wonderful World’ and the students presented an engaging Exit Point to
the parents that showcased all of their learning across the term. After learning
about and discussing ‘Global Warming’, they wrote an article on an aspect of it
for a scientific journal. This writing displayed how much more mature their
writing skills have become since the start of the year.

In Numeracy, Grade 5 have been focusing on using different strategies to solve
addition and subtraction problem, while Grade 6 have been learning about
percentages.



To finish the semester, Grade 5 and 6 presented the Christmas Assembly. The
students performed a rendition of Charles Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol.’ They
worked hard at memorising the lines and putting on yet another wonderful
performance. 

Well done on the outstanding semester, Grade 5 and 6!

High School

Grades 7&8 English has created a visual display concentrating on the concept
of “Reasoning.” They created understandable definitions, compiled synonyms,
and used quotes from works they’ve read—all while considering visual
presentation. This will be on display in the Hall for all to observe from 12
December through 31 January.

Grades 9&10 English Language are practising reading comprehension through
the ReadWorks website and with continued analysing, writing, and discussion
from their coursebooks. Grade 10 English Literature has completed a study of
A View from the Bridge  and wrote an essay about it under exam conditions.

Students in Global Perspectives are feeling the pressure. Their Individual
Research Project was due in mid-December. This is a fully-researched written
document of between 1500 and 2000 words, where fewer than 20% can be
quotes from sources. Students have been working madly for full class periods
over the past several weeks, and their IRPs now look and sound almost
complete. 



During the homeroom time, Grade 9 and 10 made plans for their food and drink
stall for the Christmas Carnival. They performed a trial to cook their foods
before they sold (out!) it in big quantities at the carnival. They also prepared
their vintage photo session for the 2018 Year Book with the theme “Vintage”.




